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U.S. Political Institutions and U.S.-Mexico Relations
July 15 - Aug. 17, 2022 

The six-week online USPI Summer Seminar, sponsored by the U.S. Embassy in Mexico, focuses on U.S. 
institutions and decision-making processes, border dynamics and U.S.-Mexico relations. Over the course of 14 
days of sessions and a site visits on campus from Aug. 14-17, participants will gain a better understanding of 
U.S. domestic and foreign policy, including the complexity of the policymaking process as it relates to the U.S. 
and its effects on Mexico.

WHY UC SAN DIEGO?
Founded as an experiment in 1960, UC San Diego scholars aren’t afraid to challenge convention if it means we can 
accelerate answers to our society’s most pressing issues. As one of the top 20 research universities in the world, we are 
driving change far beyond our walls to advance society and propel economic growth. And the world has taken notice.

UC San Diego’s main campus is located near the Pacific Ocean on approximately 1,200 acres of coastal woodland in La 
Jolla, California. The campus sits on the ancestral homelands of the Kumeyaay Nation. Kumeyaay people continue to have 
an important and thriving presence in the region. UC San Diego’s rich academic portfolio includes seven undergraduate 
colleges, six academic divisions and six graduate and professional schools.
 
WHO WE ARE
The School of Global Policy and Strategy addresses the crucial societal challenges of the 21st century. Our pioneering 
research builds on internationally recognized expertise of the Americas and Asia, integrates analysis of public policy 
and markets, and explores global issues of conflict and cooperation. GPS develops new analytical tools with real-world 
applications, trains the next generation of global leaders and shapes cutting-edge solutions for a transforming world.

The Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies (USMEX), based at the school, was founded in 1980 to study Mexico and the 
full range of issues affecting economic, social and political relations between Mexico and the U.S. Spearheading the 
university’s engagement with Mexico, USMEX is a go-to source for rigorous academic research that can be applied to 
the creation, implementation and evaluation of public policy. The center is privileged with the unique 
opportunity to engage in research on Mexico, Mexicans in the U.S., and the U.S.-Mexico relationship 
from its location on the border.

The U.S. Political Institutions and U.S.-Mexico Relations Program is led by GPS professor Rafael 
Fernández de Castro, who serves as director of USMEX and is a former foreign policy adviser to 
President Felipe Calderón. He is an expert on bilateral relations between Mexico and the U.S. and 
is currently working on a book on leadership and decision-making in Mexican foreign policy, as 
well as participating as a lead researcher on projects related to violence and security.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The six-week, hybrid summer program is designed for early career Mexican policymakers, as well as young professionals 
from universities, the private sector and civil society.

Over the course of five-weeks of online sessions and a site visits on campus from Aug. 14-17, participants will gain a better 
understanding of U.S. domestic and foreign policy, including the complexity of the policymaking process as it relates to 
the U.S. and its effects in Mexico.

The participants will reflect, alongside internationally recognized professors and government experts, on the following:
	» U.S.- Mexico Relations
	» U.S. Politics
	» U.S. Policymaking
	» Migration

	» Security
	» Energy and Sustainable Development
	» Trade, Economics and Border Affairs

Classes will meet on Fridays for three and a half hours and on Saturdays for five and a half hours. There will be special 
Wendesday sessions. 

I. U.S.-MEXICO RELATIONS

Date Start (CT) End (CT) Lecture

Friday, July 15, 2022 5 p.m. 5:30 p.m. Course Introduction and Inauguration

Friday, July 15, 2022 5:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Conversation with U.S. and Mexican Ambassadors

Friday, July 15, 2022 6:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m. U.S.-Mexico Cooperation

Friday, July 15, 2022 7:30 p.m. 7:45 p.m. Break

Friday, July 15, 2022 7:45 p.m. 8:30 p.m. Discussion Session

Saturday, July 16, 2022 10 a.m. 11 a.m. Regional Cooperation: Calibaja

Saturday, July 16, 2022 11 a.m. 12 p.m. The Future of U.S.-Mexico Economic Integration

Saturday, July 16, 2022 12 p.m. 12:15 p.m. Break

Saturday, July 16, 2022 12:15 p.m. 1:15 p.m. The State of U.S.-Mexico Relations

Saturday, July 16, 2022 1:15 p.m. 2 p.m. Weekly Closure and Feedback

Wednesday, July 20, 2022 7 p.m. 9 p.m. U.S.-Mexico Relations Conversation

SESSIONS
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II. U.S. POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

Date Start (CT) End (CT) Lecture

Friday, July 22, 2022 5 p.m. 6 p.m. The Supreme Court

Friday, July 22, 2022 6 p.m. 7 p.m. The Supreme Court and Current Reform Debates

Friday, July 22, 2022 7 p.m. 7:15 p.m. Break

Friday, July 22, 2022 7:15 p.m. 8 p.m. Discussion Session on the Supreme Court

Saturday, July 23, 2022 10 a.m. 11 a.m. The Evolution of the Presidency and Congress

Saturday, July 23, 2022 11 a.m. 11:45 a.m. Mechanics of U.S. policymaking and the U.S. Congress

Saturday, July 23, 2022 11:45 a.m. 12 p.m. Break

Saturday, July 23, 2022 12 p.m. 1:15 p.m. Census, Redistricting and Local Elections

Saturday, July 23, 2022 1:15 p.m. 2:30 p.m. Contemporary U.S. Immigration Policy

Wednesday, July 27, 2022 7 p.m. 9 p.m. U.S. Political Institutions Conversation

III. U.S. ELECTIONS AND POLITICS CONVERSATION

Date Start (CT) End (CT) Lecture

Friday, July 29, 2022 5 p.m. 6 p.m. Impact of State and Local Politics on US.-Mexico Relations 

Friday, July 29, 2022 6 p.m. 7 p.m. The Local Government: San Diego 

Friday, July 29, 2022 7 p.m. 7:15 p.m. Break

Friday, July 29, 2022 7:15 p.m. 8:30 p.m. Mexico and Its Diaspora in the U.S.

Saturday, July 30, 2022 10 a.m. 11 a.m. The Latino Vote

Saturday, July 30, 2022 11 a.m. 11:15 a.m. Break

Saturday, July 30, 2022 11:15 a.m. 12 p.m. The Fragility of US Democracy

Saturday, July 30, 2022 12 p.m. 1 p.m. Outlook on U.S.-Mexican Relations Towards 2024

Wednesday, Aug. 3, 2022 7 p.m. 9 p.m. U.S. Elections and Politics Conversation
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IV. IMMIGRATION

Date Start (CT) End (CT) Lecture

Friday, Aug. 5, 2022 5 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Migration Patterns at the Border

Friday, Aug. 5, 2022 6:30 p.m. 6:45 p.m. Break

Friday, Aug. 5, 2022 6:45 p.m. 7:45 p.m. Migration from Central America and other regions

Friday, Aug. 5, 2022 7:45 p.m. 8:30 p.m. Populations of Concern and Mixed Fows

Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022 10 a.m. 11 a.m. Migration from the Perspective of Civil Society

Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022 11 a.m. 12 p.m. Migration and Development

Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022 12 p.m. 12:15 p.m. Break

Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022 12:15 p.m. 1:45 p.m. U.S. National Security

Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022 1:45 p.m. 2:30 p.m. Mexico’s Legal Strategy against Firearms Trafficking

Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022 7 p.m. 9 p.m. Immigration Conversation

V. SECURITY AND COMMERCE

Date Start (CT) End (CT) Lecture

Friday, Aug. 12, 2022 5 p.m. 6:30 p.m. U.S.-Mexico Cooperation - Security

Friday, Aug. 12, 2022 6:30 p.m. 6:45 p.m. Break 

Friday, Aug. 12, 2022 6:45 p.m. 7:45 p.m. From NAFTA to USMCA

Friday, Aug. 12, 2022 7:45 p.m. 8:30 p.m. U.S.-Mexico Border Economic Challenges

Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022 10 a.m. 11 a.m. The Future of U.S. Trade Policy

Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022 11 a.m. 12 p.m. Trade and Economics

Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022 12 a.m. 12:15 p.m. Break

Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022 12:15 p.m. 1:45 p.m. Analysis of Energy Systems and Global Trends

Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022 1:45 p.m. 2:30 p.m. Closing Remarks
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